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Insights into Ulisse Aldrovandi's GVADRVEEDVM OMNIVM BISVLCORVM HISTORIA
(1821, Bologna) with Consideration for 17th Century Flemish Painting
Yoko Mori, Lecturer, Graduate School of Art, Nihon University, Japan
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Insights into Ulisse Aldrovandi's QVADRVPEDVM OMNIVM BISVLCORVM HISTORIA (1621, Bologna) with
Consideration for 17th Century Flemish Painting
Yoko Mori, Lecturer, Graduate School of Art. Nihon University

Abstract

This study focuses on two aspects: namely, what is remarkable for present veterinary science concerning Aldrovandi's
research on even-toed ungulates of four-footed beasts, and whether Aldrovandi's concept of natural history, his
collection as well as writings, could have directly or indirectly influenced 17th century Flemish painters. Aldrovandi's
collection of stuffed beasts, birds, insects, aguatic animals, dry plants and minerals affected not only Italian intellectuals
and artists, but also people from all over Europe.

According to his scientific observation on Aldrovandi's book mentioned above, Dr. Hiroshi Gomi—Professor of
Veterinary Science, College of Bioresource Science at Nihon University—points out in this paper how Aldrovandi
precisely describes the fetus and fetal membranes in the womb (fg. 10) based upon anatomy, and how Aldrovandi
was quite familiar with hair bulbs inside of cattle's digestive tracts (fig. 11). In addition Prof. Gomi is impressed by
Aldrovandi's rich knowledge of the medical efficacy of "a stone of Bezoar” (may be the horn of Tibet antelope)
inhabiting the region near China located on the opposite side of the Ganges in India, as well as various deformed cattle
and so-called “"chimera” after the modern definition. 1 assume Aldrovandi's important German engraver, Cristoforo
Coriolano (Lederer) from Nuremberg was probably well acquainted with the single leaves of woodcut prints published
in his native town depicting such as news of a born deformed black lamb with one head, four hands and four legs (fig.
24). Coriolano may have added to Aldrovandi's collection such German prints of deformed animals,

I should draw attention to the fact that Aldrovandi is also an extremely learned humanist to be able to explain the
character of each four-footed animal from its symbel, emblem, legend, proverb, mystic, numismatics and many other
information of humanities.

From an art historian's view, I would like to propose that Jan Brueghel the Elder may have visited Aldrovandi in
Bologna during his stay in Italy (c.1580-1596), because his Italian patron, Cardinal Federico Borromeo, also financially
supported Aldrovandi. Jan Brueghel painted in his “Air" (fig. 32) various aquatic birds living in exotic as well as
tropical countries. He may have studied from Aldrovandi's book on birds, because his close friend Peter Paul Rubens
possessed this book. Roelant Savery, a skilled animal painter, naturally depicted numerous beasts and birds in his
"Heaven” (fig. 35) reflecting the keen interest in natural history of his clients and their intellectual circle, A palmed
hart was a favorite beast for forest landscape painters like Jan Brueghel (fig. 33) and Roelant Savery (fig. 35).
Aldrovandi also illustrates this animal and mentions that it has been preserved in the castle in Ambras, Innsbruck.
According to recent research by Luc Tine Meganck (2014)," Antwerp was also an important center of natural history.
Thus it is no wonder that Jan Brueghel the Elder, his grandson, Jan van Kessel (fig. 37. 39) and his contemporaries
demonstrate their earnest interest in natural history and that Aldrovandi as a scientist should leave us after a lifetime
of dedication, his extensive research of natural history in eleven books.
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